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To Whom It May Concern:
Response to The Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill consultation
Scottish Renewables (SR) is the voice of Scotland’s renewable energy industry. Our vision is for Scotland to lead the world in renewable energy. We work to grow Scotland’s renewable energy sector and sustain its position at the forefront of the global clean energy industry. We represent over 360 organisations that deliver investment, jobs, social benefit and reduce the carbon emissions which cause climate change. 
Our members work across all renewable technologies, in Scotland, the UK, Europe and around the world, ranging from energy suppliers, operators and manufacturers to small developers, installers, and community groups, as well as companies throughout the supply chain. In representing them, we aim to lead and inform the debate on how the growth of renewable energy can provide solutions to help sustainably heat and power Scotland’s homes and businesses.
SR appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback on the Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill.
[Enter key points here]

We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
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Megan Amundson
Head of Onshore Wind & Consenting
Scottish Renewables



Natural Environment Bill Consultation Questions 
Part 1 – Targets for improving biodiversity
1. Are statutory nature targets needed in Scotland?
2. Are you satisfied with the proposed topics for nature targets set out in the Bill?
3. Do you have a view on the framework established in the Bill for how nature targets will be governed, including how targets will be set, monitored, reviewed and reported on?
4. Is there anything else you would like to say about Part 1 of the Bill on nature targets?

Part 2 – Power to modify or restate environmental impact assessment (EIA) legislation and Habitats Regulations
1. Do you support the Scottish Government being granted powers to modify or restate EIA legislation and Habitats Regulations?
2. Do you agree with the purposes set out in the Bill for which powers to amend those regimes may be used?
3. Is there anything else you would like to say about Part 2 of the Bill on powers to modify EIA legislation and Habitats Regulations?Bottom of Form

Part 3 – National Parks
1. Do you agree with proposed changes to the aims of National Parks in the Bill?
2. Do you agree with new duties around the implementation of National Park Plans that are set out in the Bill?
3. Do you support provisions in the Bill enabling the Scottish Government to make regulations for the issuing of fixed penalty notices for breaches of National Park byelaws?
4. Is there anything else you would like to say about Part 3 of the Bill on National Parks?

Part 4 – Deer management
1. Do you agree with the proposed changes in the Bill to the statutory aims and purposes of deer management?
2. Do you have any comments on Section 11 of the Bill regarding NatureScot representation on advisory panels?
3. Do you agree with the proposed changes in Section 12 which changes how frequently NatureScot reviews compliance with the code of practice for deer management?
4. Do you support the new ground for intervention by NatureScot for the purpose of nature restoration, as set out in the Bill?
1. Do you agree with modifications set out in the Bill for the operation of deer management plans, control agreements and control schemes?
2. Do you agree with the proposed changes to investigatory powers for NatureScot as set out in Section 21 and Section 22 of the Bill?
3. Do you have a view on proposals in the Bill for changes to the authorisations issued by NatureScot for:
a. the culling of deer during the closed seasons
b. the culling of deer at night
c. the use of vehicles to drive deer
4. Do you support a new offence of shooting a deer with a shotgun, along with a corresponding ability for NatureScot to authorise the activity in appropriate circumstances?
1. Do you have any comments on Section 28 and 30 of the Bill in regard to the register of authorised persons and requirement to be fit and competent for certain authorisations?
2. Do you agree that a new offence should be created for a person failing to report the taking or killing of stray farmed deer?
3. Do you agree with provisions which remove the need for venison dealer licences?
4. Is there anything else you would like to say about Part 4 of the Bill on deer management?

General/aspects not in the Bill
1. Are there any areas not addressed by the Bill that you believe should be included? If so, what are they?
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